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St Paul Lutheran Church 

4167 Juddville Rd 
Fish Creek, WI 54212 

920-868-2826 

stpauljuddville.com Epistle  

Thank You! 

To all our wonderful volunteers, we thank you! 
Without your talents and time church life would lose 

its luster. We are grateful! 

Bless you! 
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Pastor’s Page & Local Benevolence  
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

We live a life of transitions. Some are celebrated and some come with heavy hearts. The 
Church year is like that. As I write we are in the season of Lent, a time to reflect on our 
frailty and consider what separates us from love of God and love of our neighbor, our sin. We 
enter Holy Week soon. The emotion swings as we experience the great paradoxes in our lives 
as we journey with Jesus: joy, life, sorrow and death And then comes the 'just one more 
surprise." John Ylvasaker in his song 'Borning Cry" most profoundly brings the reality of the 
transition of life to us. Some of us experience all of those mentioned in the song, but all of the 
baptized experience life, death and resurrection. I invite you to enter into this holy journey each 
time we worship and all the days in between. And I entire you to journey this coming Holy Week 
as we worship on four days, each with its own story, a story, a story which becomes one story, 
a story for all of us.  

In Christ, 

Pastor Frank 

 

Local Benevolence Update 

Spring Cleaning/Hygiene Drive 

In April, we have opportunity to provide some hygiene items for our 5 Door County food 
pantries, such as: 

Toothbrushes and toothpaste 
Bar Soap 
Hand Soap (pump) 
Shampoo (conditioner not needed) 
Shaving cream and razors 
Deodorant – men and women 
Laundry Detergent (small bottles/boxes) 

They are also in need of the following food items: 

Rice in 1 pound packages 
Rice Mixes and Helpers to extend hamburger, chicken, and tuna 
Instant Hot Cereals (for students to make before and after school) 

Please leave your donations in the boxes provided in the entryway during the month of April. 

If you wish to donate money, please mark your envelope or check with FOOD PANTRY. 

THANKS for your generosity! 
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April Church Calendar  
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Church Council Meeting Highlights 
Highlights of the March Council Meeting 

Council talked through the transition now that Mary Sawyer, the St. Paul Administrative 
Assistant, will be leaving March 31st to take employment in her chosen field at the Bailey’s 
Harbor Library. The position is posted and interviews will begin shortly. We are grateful for 
Mary’s service and her willingness to help during the transition period. 

Council discussed the orderly hand-off of passwords, documents, and such matters as the 
long-awaited Starlink application. 

A $5000 check given to Scandia Village in 2018 was never used as intended and will be 
returned to our Endowment Fund to be used for a worthy cause. 

Council is investigating the benefits and process to incorporate St. Paul as a non-profit 
religious LLC. If this moves forward, the matter would come to the congregation for a vote at 
the October, 2023 Annual meeting and go into effect January 1, 2024. 

On the recommendation of the Local Benevolence Ministry, Council approved allocating 
$1500 each to Crossways Camping Ministry, Northern Door Child Care Center, Door CANcer, 
and Door Community Child Care and Development Center. 

The Forward Planning/Transition Task Force is nearly fully staffed and will begin the work 
shortly, with a goal of having a report and recommendations for the congregation prior to the 
Annual Meeting in October. 

In Property matters, the cemetery will be surveyed this spring when weather allows. Dan’s 
Mowing and More will be looking into leveling and seeding the Prayer Garden area to make it 
more safely accessible. In late April, there will be a “paint party” for those able to help paint 
the church basement. Many hands make light work and all that. 

St. Paul’s new membership software will make it possible for the office to produce a picture 
directory in-house. The directory will be available through an app or as a hard copy. 
Production of the directory will be pursued once there is a new administrative assistant with 
time to become familiar with the software. 

Council-approved minutes of the March meeting will appear in the May Epistle. Please contact 
me if you have any questions or concerns. As always, Council opened with prayer. This 
month’s devotion was a call for hope based on faith, and we closed with prayer for all in need, 
as well as gratitude for your ministry among us. 

Cathy Mestek, Congregation President 
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Volunteer Schedules 

Please contact the church office at 920-868-2826 if you would like to be added to the volunteer contact list.  
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Worship & Music Ministry Highlights 

March 7, 2023 

The team planned for Holy Week and Easter worship. On Palm Sunday, the 9am worship will 
feature “Cry of the Whole Congregation,” a dramatic reading of the Passion narrative. We 
appreciate those who have stepped forward to lead this special worship service. Worship will 
be held on Maundy Thursday at 6pm, Good Friday at noon and 6pm, and Easter Sunday at 9am. 
Easter lilies for the chancel may be purchased by signing up in the narthex. 

The ministry made some contingency plans should there be a gap between the time Mary 
Sawyer leaves her office position on March 31st and the new administrative assistant settles in. 
Team members will help as needed to recruit worship assistants and fill in as possible on other 
tasks. Thank you in advance to all parishioners who will step forward to help as needed, 
because we know you always do. 

In April, the W & M team will discuss the possibility of shifting midweek Lenten worship services 
to an earlier time of day in 2024, such as a noon Lenten lunch followed by a 1pm worship 
service. Your thoughts and suggestions regarding this and other worship matters are always 
appreciated. 

The team expressed gratitude for those who led worship when Pastor was laid low by Covid. 
The service our lay leaders provided was very well-received. We discussed the importance of 
having a plan in place for this very situation. A goal would be to have a folder of information at 
the ready for such emergency situations. 

In a related matter, the group discussed the need for a funeral planning folder, especially now 
that many funerals are conducted without the services of a funeral director. Pastor will seek 
out someone willing to be the St. Paul “in-house” funeral director, to make the calls and help 
with organizing so that families in need can put first things first. 

The Worship & Music Ministry team tries not to single out any individual for attention, when we 
know so many work behind the scenes, if not right out in the open, at St. Paul. However, we are 
making an exception today in that we’d like to offer a special thank you to Doreen Holt. 
Especially during these winter months, Doreen provides musical leadership for our 
congregation week in and out, Sundays, special services, the whole bit. Doreen will tell you she’s 
not much for sitting around at meetings, but she’s one who sees a need and takes care of it, 
well beyond her keyboard skills. So, thank you, Doreen, for the blessing you are to St. Paul and 
beyond. 

The Worship & Music Ministry begins and ends every meeting with prayers for those in need, 
prayers for guidance and prayers of thanks. If you would like to join this ministry team, we meet 
next by Zoom on Tuesday, April 11, 10am. We’d love to have you with us! 

Cathy Mestek, Co-Chair 

 

Worship & Music Meeting Highlights  
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Church Life  

 

Responding To The Lord 

Offering Envelopes are available in the narthex and from the outdoor usher. We return to God what 
God has first given us as we share in the ministry of the Gospel. 
 
The Lutheran Magazine  

Available in the narthex or from the outdoor usher. Be informed concerning the ministry we share as 
part of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 
 

Christ in Our Home Devotions  

Available in the narthex and from the outdoor usher. Enter into the daily discipline of reading the world, 
reflection and prayer. 

Prayer Shawls  

Thank you to all who have been distributing prayer shawls.  If you are aware of someone in 
need of one, please pick one up from the credenza in the narthex or from the table outside 
on Sunday before or after worship or call the office during the week.  For those of you who 
knit or crochet, we are always grateful for any contributions you make of these gifts of care 
and concern.  For additional information, contact Debbie Jones at 651-328-1261 
or debbie.jones.pmp@gmail.com. 

 Experience “The Chosen” Series 

Coming, Spring 2023, we will begin a new group educational study utilizing the groundbreaking TV 
series “The Chosen.” Everyone is welcome, especially friends and neighbors on Monday evenings 
beginning May 1st at 5:30pm – 7:00pm. Each session will have a simple supper, watch an episode, 
discussion, and fun. Plan to keep your Monday evenings available in May and June. Contact Jeff 
Kuchenbecker at jlkuchenbecker27@gmail.com  

“Take it from a critic and a Christian with an aversion to Christian entertainment: The show is good.”  
– Chris DeVille, The Atlantic  
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Worship in Holy Week 
Sunday of the Passion/Palm Sunday 

April 2, 9am 

We use this liturgy, written by the late Walt Wangerin. We move from the gates of Jerusalem which Jesus 
entered triumphantly to the Cross. Members of the congregation read the words of those 
who were integral in this divine drama and the congregation speaks the words of the crowd. We sing 
hymns which tell the story and come to the Table to receive the sacrament.  We depart in silence.  

Maundy Thursday 

April 6, 6pm 

We continue the liturgy begun on Ash Wednesday when we received the long-awaited 
Absolution following the Great Confession. We hear Jesus’ commandment to "love one another' and 
hear of him washing his disciples’ feet. We hear his words. "Do this in remembrance of me" and receive 
the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

Good Friday 

April 7, Noon  

The Seven Words of Christ from the Cross 

We hear and sing the story of Jesus' suffering and death.  

6pm, Service of Tenebrae 

We move from light to darkness as we hear and sing the story of the suffering and death of Jesus. 

The Resurrection of Our Lord/Easter Sunday 

April 9, 9am 

We proclaim, 'Christ is Risen!" We hear the Word and share in the Meal, singing hymns of praise on this 
most holy day of the church year.  
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Women’s Spiritual Growth Group Winter Session 

Spring Session 

The Women's Spiritual Growth Group will be taking a break for the month of April. We are considering 
a spring session beginning Thursday, May 18 and ending no later than June 29.  We are considering 
meeting face-to-face at St. Paul on Thursday mornings from 8:45-10:00 AM.  To date, we have not 
selected a particular study/book.   

If you are interested in learning more about our discussions, please contact Debbie Jones.  All are 
welcome. 

 

Men’s Bible Study 

The St. Paul Men’s Bible Study group continues to meet on Friday’s at 8:30 with the opportunity to meet 
via Zoom or in person at the Corner Café in Sturgeon Bay, while Julie’s Café is closed for a period this 
winter.  For more information about the Zoom session or to receive a copy of the readings and 
questions, please contact Gary Jones at gary.jones09@gmail.com.  To learn about the in-person 
meeting, please contact John Hermann at john.c.hermann@gmail.com.  

Bible Studies 

Christian Women’s Book Club 

The first meeting in a new year of interesting reading and good conversation will be Tuesday, April 18, 
2023 at 1 pm at the Kress Center in Egg Harbor.  Kathy Olson will be our host and you can reach her at 
920-868-3723 to let her know you are coming.  We welcome all women of St. Paul and you can get a 
copy of our 2023 reading list if you contact Dolores Hermann at 920-559-6261 or 
dolores.e.hermann@gmail.com.   

Our first book selection is “Prairie Fires: The American Dreams of Laura Ingalls Wilder” by Caroline 
Fraser. Anyone who grew up reading “Little House on the Prairie” will surely be fascinated by this tell-
all biography of Laura Ingalls Wilder. Caroline Fraser draws upon never-before-published historical 
resources to create a lush study of the author’s life — not in the gently narrated manner of the Little 
House series, but in raw and startling truths about her upbringing, marriage, and volatile relationship 
with her daughter (and alleged ghostwriter) Rose Wilder Lane. 
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Financial Update 
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Council Meeting Minutes  
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